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Land Acknowledgement in Honor of Kern County Indigenous Peoples; Pueblos, 

Rancherias, and Tribal Lands  

To the original people native to this land. The area known as Kern County today is the 

homeland of several American Indian tribes including the federally recognized Tejon 

Tribe, comprised of Kitanemuk, Yokut, Chumash peoples; the Tübatulabal comprised of 

Tulami, Tübatulabal, and Palagewan people; the Western Mono peoples; Kawaiisu 

peoples; and Chalon peoples. 

May we acknowledge and honor our Indigenous people who came before us and still 

walk beside us today on these ancestral lands by choosing to gather today in the active 

practice of acknowledgment and appreciation for Kern Countyés Indigenous Peopleés 

history, contributions, and lives.  

Developed collaboratively with representatives of Bakersfield American Indian Health 

Project, Owens Valley Career Development Center, the Tejon Tribe, and Kern BHRS. 
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The Mental Health Services Act  

The Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) was passed via Proposition 63 in November 

2004 and enacted in 2005. The purpose and intent of the Act was to reduce negative 

outcomes and prolonged suffering associated with mental illness. By passing the Act, a 

one percent tax was imposed on Californians with adjusted annual incomes over $1 

million. Funding provided to each County is dedicated to preventing and reducing 

homelessness, suicide, incarceration, unemployment, school failure or dropout and the 

removal of children from their homes due to untreated mental il lness. MHSA programs 

have five (5) components: Community Services and Support (CSS), Prevention and Early 

Intervention  (PEI), Innovation (INN), Workforce Education and Training (WET), and 

Capital Facilities and Technological Needs (CFTN). 

KernBHRS contracted EVALCORP to evaluate the MHSA System of Care and give 

recommendations, tools, and strategies to implement a standardized approach through 

MHSA. During the rework with EVALCORP, MHSA looked at the initial intent of each of 

the PEI programs and decided to restructure the organization into the five required PEI 

categories. Additionally, EVALCORP has gone on to standardize our evaluation process 

and measurement of outcomes.  

Community Services and Support  

 CSS is the largest component of MHSA. The CSS component is focused on community 

collaboration, cultural competence, and client and family-driven services and systems. 

CSS maintains a wellness focus, which includes concepts of recovery and resilience, 

integrated service experiences for clients and families, as well as serving the unserved 

and underserved.  Housing is also a large part of the CSS component. 

Important Changes:  

Full-Service Partnership (FSP)  

¶ The Homeless Adult Team (HAT) has expanded supportive services to 

accommodate the vast needs of those experiencing homelessness. Some 

of these changes are: 

o Expanding the Relational Outreach Engagement Model (ROEM).  

o Creating a Supportive Housing Treatment Team in response to 

supporting No Place Like Home (NPLH). 

o Placing treatment teams into two low -barrier navigation shelters. 
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¶ Adult Transition Team (ATT) has worked to improve and expand their 

Diversion program to assist those individuals who meet the criteria for PC 

1001.36.   

¶ Adult Wraparound team moved to a new location.  

¶ Individual Services and Supports Plan (ISSP) and Full-Service Partnership 

(FSP) agreement forms were implemented with all FSPs. 

System Development (SD)  

¶ Consumer Family Learning Center (CFLC) Bakersfield reopened its facility 

for in-person groups in March 2023. 

¶ KernBHRS has partnered with CalMHSA for Statewide Medi-Cal 

Certification for Peer Support Services. 

 

Prevention and Early Intervention  

The goal of the PEI component of MHSA is to help counties implement services that 

promote wellness, foster health, and prevent the suffering that can result from untreated 

mental illness.  The PEI component requires collaboration with consumers, family 

members, and stakeholders in the development of PEI projects and programs. The plan 

includes PEI programs that reach all Kern County communities and address the needs of 

all age groups. The programs such as Living Well provide specialized services to 

populati ons underserved in the community such as individuals diagnosed with an eating 

disorder, LGBTQ+ individuals, and individuals who have experienced severe trauma.   

Important Changes:  

¶ Outreach and Education (O&E) in-person events have increased which has 

allowed the department to reach more unserved and underserved 

populations. 

¶ The Crisis Hotline team moved to a new location and expanded to support 

the 988 rollout. 

¶ Suicide Prevention Outreach and Education has implemented a new 

training which will replace the Question, Persuade and Refer (QPR) 

training.  LEAD (Look and Listen, Explore Reasons, Ask About Suicide, 

Donét Hesitate Get Help, or Develop a Plan). 

 

Innovation  
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The Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission (MHSOAC) 

controls funding approval for the Innovation (INN) component of MHSA. The goal of 

INN is to increase access to underserved groups, increase the quality of services, 

promote interag ency collaboration, and increase access to services. Counties select one 

or more goals and use those goals as the primary priority or priorities for their proposed 

INN plan. 

Important Changes:  

¶ Mobile Clinic with Street Psychiatry Innovation Plan was approved by the 

MHSOAC on 3/24/2022. The first dollar was spent for this Innovation Plan 

on 3/25/2023 for staffing.  

¶ Learning Health Care Network Innovation Plan was approved by the 

MHSOAC on 5/26/2022. 

 

Workforce Education and Training  

The goal of the Workforce Education and Training (WET) component is the development 

of a diverse workforce.  WET includes education and training programs and activities for 

prospective and current Public Mental Health System employees, contractors, and 

volunteers. Employees, contractors, volunteers, clients, families, and caregivers can 

receive training opportunities and develop skills in promoting wellness and other 

positive mental health outcomes for the community and clients. WET can be used to 

provide outreach to unserved and underserved populations. WET gives the county 

mental health plan the opportunity to invest in further development in linguistically and 

culturally competent and relevant services and supports.  

Important Changes:  

¶ KernBHRS developed 43 individual  standardized training plans and moved 

forward with an automatic enrollment feature that made assigning staff to 

training a more efficient process.  

¶ For the WET funding stream, KernBHRS has outsourced evaluation 

annually to a 3rd party evaluator for WET Evaluation of Outcome 

Measurements, the Workforce Needs Assessment, & the Capacity 

Assessment. 

Capital Facilities and Technological Needs  

The Capital Facilities and Technological Needs (CFTN) component works towards the 

creation of a facility that is used for the delivery of MHSA services to mental health 

clients and their families or for administrative offices. Funds may also be used to support 
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an increase in peer-support and consumer-run facilities, the development of 

community -based settings, and the development of a technological infrastructure for 

the mental health system to facilitate the highest quality and cost -effective services and 

supports for clients and their families. 

Important Ch anges: 

¶ Funding was used to purchase the Healing Project property.  

¶ The buy-in to the state Electronic Health Record was used from CFTN.  

¶ Allocap Software was purchased for the Finance Department.  

¶ Funding was spent on the Healing Project to repair damage to the roof 

and building during a large storm.  

¶ Building improvements will be made to the Mary K Shell Building that 

houses our Psychiatric Evaluation Center (PEC) & Crisis Stabilization Unit 

(CSU) to upgrade fire alarm and sprinkler system and provide minor facility 

renovations to the PEC & CSU.  

¶ Community Care Expansion (CCE) Preservation Program Grant Match was 

provided by CFTN to match subsidies to existing licensed residential adult 

& senior care facilities to preserve them in the event of a closure.   

¶ The Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) System was 

replaced and upgraded in the Westchester Building.  

¶ Website Redesign fee was used from CFTN to make the public-facing 

website more user-friendly and accessible for all, including translated 

pages.  

Fiscal Year 2023/202 6 Allocations  

Kern County estimates that in FY 23-24 a drastic increase in MHSA revenue will be 

experienced due to projection announcements coming from the state level. This 

potential extra revenue will assist to help offset payment reform for programs with 

braided funding . According to state predictions, this will be a peak in funding with the 

following two years predict ed to decline in revenue.  
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Kern County estimates $74,742,665 in allocations for FY 23-24 for MHSA programs and 

services. In addition, funds unspent from prior fiscal years continue to be appropriated 

to cover future costs which exceed each yearly estimated allocation. 
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Mission  

Working together to support  hope, healing, and recovery. 

 

Vision  

What you need when you need it. Making Behavioral Health 

normal. 

 

Values 

Healing, Service Excellence, Community, Innovation . 
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IN 19 -017 CERTIFICATION 
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COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS 
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About Kern County  

Located on the Southern edge of the San Joaquin Valley, Kern County is the third largest 

county in California covering 8,163 square miles. Kern County is home to a diverse 

population enjoying the benefits of its mountains, valleys, desert, and agricultural 

landscape. The county is bordered by Ventura County, San Louis Obispo County, Kings 

County, San Bernardino County, Santa Barbara County, Los Angeles County, Tulare 

County, and Inyo County. 

Kern County is a thoroughfare for travelers and commuters as it connects many on the 

North -South route via Interstate 5 and Highway 99 and, to the east, Highway 58. 

Residents have access to recreational activities like hiking trails at Wind Wolves, river 

rafting at Kern River, and touring museums. 

The numbers gathered for this section are based on 2022 estimates from the Census 

Bureau. 

Economy 

Kern County employs about 353,000 people. Kern County has a heavy presence in oil 

and agriculture. Kern County produces over 70% of oil reserves in California. Both 

industries have been negatively affected. The decline in oil prices resulted in the loss of 

many jobs, and the drought has severely affected animal and crop-based agriculture. 

Kern is known as the æbreadbasket of the world.ç Its leading agricultural products 

include table grapes, almonds, citrus, pistachios, and dairy.  

Besides those two industries, military-based avionic production and manufacturing play 

a big role in Kern Countyés economy. The Edwards Air Force Base and the China Lake 

Naval Air Weapons Station is in East Kern County and provides many jobs for residents 

in Ridgecrest, Mojave, and Rosamond. The Solar and Wind energy industry has been 

building more momentum in recent years contributing to an increase  in construction 

and operational jobs throughout Kern County. Wind energy -based jobs are provided 

primarily in the Tehachapi Mountain and Mojave Desert areas.  

Unemployment 

Rate in June 2022 

Unemployment 

Rate in June 

2021 

Median 

Householder 

Income 

Income Inequality 

Between Men and 

Women 

  3.6 %       5.9% $66,275 0.49 higher than the 

national average. 

Source: United States Census Bureau 

Population Breakdown  
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The population of Kern County is most closely estimated to be 917,673 with 407,615 of 

those individuals living in Bakersfield, according to Census Bureau estimates. Kern 

County is continually growing each year, with an annual average rate increase of 0.76%, 

according to the Kern Economic Development Corporation. By 2023, the total 

population of Kern County is anticipated to reach 939,775.  The primary threshold 

languages in Kern County are English and Spanish.  The demographic graphs below are 

based on data gathered from the United States Census Bureau. 
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CAPACITY ASSESSMENT 
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