
Mental Health

Court Team

MISSION Statement

Working together to achieve hope, healing and a 
meaningful l ife in the community.

VISION Statement

People with mental i l lness and addictions recover to 
achieve their hopes and dreams, enjoy opportunities to 
learn, work, and contribute to their community.

VALUES Statements

Hope, Healing, Community, Authority
We honor the potential in everyone
We value the whole person – mind, body and spirit
We focus on the person, not the il lness
We embrace diversity
We acknowledge that relapse is not a personal failure
We recognize authority over our lives empowers us to 
make choices, solve problems and plan for the future

    Mental Health

Court Team 
Program De�nition

The team is composed of mental 
health, substance abuse and probation 
professionals.  The purpose of the 
Mental Health Court Team is: 

To provide the treatment and 
support needed by mentally ill 
felons so they can proceed 
toward recovery from their 
mental illness. 

To assist mentally ill felons in 
developing meaningful, responsible 
and law-abiding lives in the 
community.

This support is provided through a full 
range of mental health, substance 
abuse and probation services.

 
         

Kern County Mental Health has been accredited by CARF for the following 
programs:  Mental Health Programs- Case Management; Children and 
Adolescents-Case Management & Crisis Stabilization; Integrated Alcohol & 
Other Drugs-Case Management & Children & Adolescents-Case 
Management; Employment Services-Community employment Services

carf
Commission on Accreditation
of Rehabilitation Facilities

1721 Westwind Drive
Bakers�eld, CA 93301

P.O. Box 1000
Bakers�eld, CA 93302

661-868-8285
Fax:  661-868-8370

Toll Free:
1-800-991-5272

On the Web:
www.co.kern.ca.us/kcmh/

MENTAL HEALTH
COURT TEAM



was established by the Superior 
Court, the Probation Department 
and the Mental Health Department 
to serve felons who are seriously and 
persistently mentally ill with the 
following goals:
        

Provide mental health services

Provide probation services to 
monitor person’s ongoing 
progress and to assist the 
individual served in receiving the 
treatment needed to ensure they 
do not re-offend
 

Provide feedback on person’s 
treatment progress to the judge 
of the Mental Health Court

CLIENT SELECTION
MH Court Team persons are referred for screening 
to determine eligibility for the program by the 
Kern County Probation Department, The District 
Attorney’s Office, the Public defender’s Office or 
by a private attorney.  If referred, and individuals 
meet screening criteria, then the Mental Health 
Department will inform the court of their 
eligibility for Treatment.  Persons found guilty may 
be ordered into MH Court treatment.  
Participation in Treatment thus becomes a 
condition of the individual’s probation.

ADMISSION CRITERIA:
MH Court Team will serve:

Persons who have been arrested for at 
least one felony
Persons with a serious and persistent 
mental illness as defined by Kern County 
Mental Health’s Description of Target 
Population.  The MH Court Team will serve 
those whose mental illness profoundly 
impacts their ability to perform necessary 
daily tasks of living

MH Court will NOT serve:

Persons on State parole
Persons who do not live in the Bakersfield 
metropolitan area
Persons who have developmental 
disorders, dementia or psychosis not 
attributable to mental illness
Persons with current or past gang 
affiliations
Persons with violent or sexual abuse 
offenses
Persons who are high risk offenders

 

SERVICES
An array of services is available for 
persons assigned to the Mental Health 
Court Team including:

     Assessment
     Psychiatric evaluations and 
     medication follow-up
     Substance abuse counseling
     Mental Health individual and group    
     counseling
     Probation supervision
     Limited transportation to 
     appointments
     Assistance in applying for GA and SSI 
     benefits
     Assistance in complying with court 
     orders
     Linkage to other community services 
     as needed

PROBATION 
Indiv iduals ass igned to the Mental  
Health Court Team, through the court 
sentencing process ,  are ordered to 
participate in MH Court Team treatment 
for the term of thei r  probat ion.   
Probat ion Officers ,  who have been 
trained to meet the needs of persons 
with mental  i l lness ,  wi l l  supervise 
persons served by the MH Court Team.  
Although indiv iduals served may 
re-offend or drop out of t reatment 
resulting in probation revocation,  the 
MH Court Team’s goal is  to help each 
person stay out of jai l .  
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